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Economy of the Midwest Region
By Trista L. Pollard

The Midwest Region could be called the "Land of Farms." It is one
of the most important farming areas in the United States. Along with
farming, the region has a huge manufacturing industry. The
Midwest Region's climate and natural resources are important to its
economy.

The region's climate makes it perfect for farming. The Central and
Great Plains have hot summers. This gives farmers long growing
seasons. The eastern part of the region has a lot of rainfall. In the
Great Plains, however, there is less rainfall. The amount of rain affects
the type of crops that will grow. Farmers in the Great Plains use
irrigation to water their crops. They bring in water from nearby rivers,
lakes, and wells. The Midwest also has fertile, deep soil. This soil has
valuable nutrients for the crops. So, imagine seeing miles of fertile,
open land. Early pioneers, immigrants, and migrants did! They started the farms we have today.

The Midwest Region has three main areas or belts. These belts contain certain types of crops. The areas are
the Corn Belt, the Wheat Belt, and the Dairy Belt. You will find the Corn Belt in the eastern part of the region.
Iowa and Illinois are the leading corn crop producers. Corn is also grown in western Ohio, Indiana, Missouri,
Minnesota, and Nebraska. The long summers in the Central Plains are good for corn crops. Once the corn is
harvested, it is used for different products. Corn syrup is used in ice cream. Glue, soap, and paint also use corn.
This means that corn is a raw material. The most important use for corn is food. We eat corn that is frozen and
in cans. Corn on the cob is a favorite summertime food.

The Wheat Belt is found in the Great Plains. Kansas and North Dakota produce the most wheat in the region.
Wheat crops do well in this area of the region. They do not need a lot of water to survive. The wheat is ground
into flour. The flour is then used in products like pasta, cakes, and bread. Other crops in this belt are sunflowers,
oats, and barley.

The last area is the Dairy Belt. Minnesota, Wisconsin, and Michigan are the region's dairy states. In fact,
Wisconsin is known for its cheese, milk, and butter. These states have shorter summers than other states in the
region. Short summers mean shorter growing seasons. Grass grows quickly in the Dairy Belt. The tall grass is
used to feed cattle. Once the grass has grown, it is cut. Farmers let the cut grass dry into hay. The hay becomes
food for the cattle. They produce the milk we need for dairy products.

Speaking of cattle, the Midwest Region produces a large amount of beef. Cattle are raised on ranches and
farms in the region. These animals graze on the prairie grasses in the Great Plains. Kansas and Nebraska are two
of our cattle states. During the winter, farmers feed the cattle dry grass. This grass was collected during the
summer. Farmers also use feed that contains grains and grass. Once the cattle reach a year old, they are sold to
feedlots. These large, fenced-in areas hold the cattle as they are fattened. This may take a few months. When
the cattle are large enough, they are slaughtered. This is the method used for getting our meat. The meat is sent
to meat-packing plants.

Meat-packing plants are part of the Midwest manufacturing industry. These plants prepare the meat so it can
be sold in supermarkets. Most of the plants and feedlots are found in Omaha, Nebraska. Farmers use corn from
the region to feed the cattle. The cattle in the region are shipped to Omaha. Besides meat, other products are
made from cattle. Their hide or skin is used as leather and suede. Bags, shoes, and saddles are made from these
materials. Fat from cattle is used to make soap and candles.

Since there are so many types of crops, Midwest farmers need to watch out for soil erosion. Crops like corn,
can take valuable material out of the soil. Farmers plant soybeans. These are beans that can be used to make oil.
Soybeans are also added to meats like sausage. When farmers plant soybeans, the crop puts valuable nutrients
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into the soil. Farmers will then plant corn crops the following year. This method is called crop rotation.
Strip-cropping is another method farmers use. Wheat crops are planted in long narrow rows. These rows are
located between areas of thick grass. The soil is protected from wind and rain by the grass.

Besides farming, the Midwest Region has other industries. Canneries, flour mills, and mines are found
throughout the region. All of the vegetable and fruit crops need to be prepared before they are sold. They are
sent to factories called canneries. The canneries prepare the food by putting them into cans. These cans are then
shipped to the supermarkets in the country. Most of these canneries are found in Indianapolis, Indiana, and Des
Moines, Iowa.

Flour mills are very important. Wheat from the region needs to be ground or milled into flour. The wheat is
stored in grain elevators until it is sent to the mills. Grain elevators are tall buildings that hold the farmer's wheat.
The farmers sell the wheat to these businesses. It is then sent to the mills from the grain elevators. We use flour
in cereals, breads, and cakes. Minneapolis, Minnesota, and Kansas City, Missouri, have many flour mills.

The Midwest Region has large deposits of iron ore. This is one of our most valuable and important minerals.
Iron ore is used to make steel. It is found in Minnesota near Lake Superior. In fact, Minnesota has the largest
deposit of iron ore in the U.S. Take a look at a map of Minnesota. You will notice that word iron in some of the
town names. Before we can make steel, the iron needs to be mined. It is dug from the earth as huge lumps of
rock. Afterwards, the iron ore is removed from the rock. The ore is much smaller than the rock. Iron ore is then
processed or prepared before it is shipped.

Mines send iron ore to other parts of the Midwest by trucks, trains, or ships. Duluth, Minnesota, is a huge,
busy port city. It is found near Lake Superior. The iron ore is sent to Duluth by truck or train. Once in the city, it
is loaded onto ships. These large ships are called ore carriers. Ore carriers then travel to Gary, Indiana. The
ship sails through Lake Superior, Lake Huron, and Lake Michigan. In Gary, Indiana, there are many steel mills.
Like flour mills prepare flour , steel mills change the iron ore into steel. Each year these mills make tons of steel.
The steel may be in large sheets or bars. Finally, the steel is sent by train from Gary to Detroit, Michigan. In
Detroit, the steel is used in the automobile industry. Automobile frames and engines are made from steel. So,
from iron ore, which is a raw material, we get products like cars and machines. There are other valuable minerals
like lead and zinc in this region. Most of the mines are located in Missouri. Gold deposits are found in South
Dakota. The Black Hills is home to this precious metal.

Farming, mining, and manufacturing are the Midwest's major industries. Other industries like transportation,
finance, and machinery are also important. They are all part of the Midwest Region's economy.

Economy of the Midwest Region

Questions

1. Why is corn not grown in the Great Plains?

2. Where is the Dairy Belt located?
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3. Based on context clues, what is machinery?

4. Why is soil erosion a problem in the Midwest?

5. What are ore carriers?

6. How is the cannery industry related to the farming industry?

7. Effect: Wheat crops grow very well in the Great Plains. Kansas and North Dakota are leading wheat
producers.

8. Explain why mining is an important industry in the Midwest Region.



Name Date

How does the machinery industry help the farming industry in the Midwest?


